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Tom Overton, Press Institute and Winter Convention chairman, participated in a conference call with members 

of the committee on Oct. 31. While at TPA headquarters, he consulted TPS Technology Director Kevin Slimp 

about a problem with his computer.

ROBYN GENTILE | TPA

SEE BAH, HUMBUG!, PAGE 3

Bah, humbug! It’s that Christmas spirit again
BY EBENEZER SCROOGE
(As told to Al Gore Jr.)

I was sitting at home yesterday wait-

ing for the football game to come on 

television when this little punk named 

Tim hobbles in yelling “The Christmas 

Parade! The Christmas Parade!”

Don’t get me wrong. I didn’t want to 

go, but I’ve had it up to here with those 

Christmas ghosts jumping on my back 

every year—so I took the little brat up to 

Broadway to wait for Santa Claus.

You would not have believed it. All 

those screaming kids—and their par-

ents weren’t much better. There must 

have been 50,000 of  them, all pushing 

me closer to the street so they could 

see the parade.The only nice thing was the weather, 

and even that turned a little chilly before 

it was over.“EEEEEEEEEEE,” shouts Tim, 

right in my ear. “It’s starting, here it 

comes.”Bah! The fi rst thing we see is the 

highway patrol car going “Ho, ho, ho” 

over the loudspeaker. It’s that sickening 

Christmas spirit starting up again. Now 

even the cops have caught it.

Right behind him are the bigwigs—

naturally they have to come first. 

Lipscomb Davis Jr., president of  the 

Nashville Area Chamber of  Com-

merce, and Wister Ligon, president of  

Nashville Gas Co.Why do they spend all that money 

on a Christmas parade every year 

just to make me miserable? It must be 

good for business. Yea, that’s it. They 

want people to start buying Christmas 

presents in November.
“EEEEEEEEEE,” goes Tim, for the 

hundredth time. “Look at those funny 

costumes,” and all the other little brats 

started laughing with him.

The Al Menah Temple of  course. 

There must have been 300 of  them. I 

never could understand how grown 

men can dress so silly and cut up so 

kids will laugh at them.
And all that music! The oriental band 

was only the fi rst. I don’t know about 

you, but I counted 14 bands in all. At 

least they weren’t playing that Boogie-

Woogie music.A little girl about 4 years old was 

sitting on her mother’s shoulder right 

next to me, and when Archie Campbell, 

the “grand marshal” of  the parade, 

comes by, she knocks off  my hat and 

yells, “Hee Haw.”

BY ROBYN GENTILE
Member services manager

Mark your calendar for the 2008 UT-

TPA Press Institute and Winter Conven-

tion Feb. 13 through 15 at the Sheraton 

Nashville Downtown Hotel.
The Associated Press is partnering 

with TPA for a third year to develop 

an event filled with newsmakers. 

The Tennessee Intercollegiate Press 

room today by contacting the Sheraton 

directly at (615) 259-2000. The TPA group 

rate is $139 plus tax per night for single 

or double occupancy. The deadline 

for making hotel reservations and to 

receive the discounted TPA registration 

rate is Friday, Jan. 11.
Drive-In Training, the traditional 

day of  activity for Friday, has been 

combined with the State Press Con-

tests Awards event to be held in July. 

However, members will have a great 

opportunity to learn from entries in the 

Nebraska Press Association’s contest 

judging. Forty judges are needed. One 

does not have to be a convention regis-

trant to participate as a judge.

Mark it down—Winter Convention set Feb. 13-15

Association also is partnering with 

TPA to bring students to interact with 

members in a job fair setting.

The tentative schedule is as follows:

Wednesday, Feb. 13
11:00 a.m.—Technology Committee 

meeting12:30 p.m.—Registration opens

 1:00 p.m.—Freedom of  Information 

Committee meeting

 2:30 p.m.—TPA Board of  Directors 

meeting 4:00 p.m.—TPA business session

 5:30 p.m.—Opening Reception (all 

members of  the Tennessee General 

Assembly invited) 7:30 p.m.—Dinner on one’s own
Thursday, Feb. 149 a.m.–1 p.m.—Legislative Planning

2–3:30 p.m.—Job Fair

4:00 p.m.—TPA Nominating Commit-

tee meeting6:00 p.m.—Reception
7:00 p.m.—Banquet. Gov. Phil Brede-

sen invited to speak
9:00 p.m.—Dessert Reception

Friday, Feb. 158:00 a.m.—TPAF Board of  Trustees 

meeting8:30 a.m.—TPA will judge the Ne-

braska Press Association’s Better News-

paper Contests (8:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.)
Convention registration packets will 

be available in mid-December by mail 

and online. One can reserve a hotel 

NewsSwap icon

BY ROBYN GENTILE
Member services manager

NewsSwap, a service for Tennessee 

Press Association member newspapers, 

is now online to provide a means of  

sharing stories that are of  general 

interest for publication by other TPA 

members. It is a section of  TPA’s Web 

site, www.tnpress.com.
The concept of  NewsSwap was 

presented by Pauline D. Sherrer, 

TPA president and publisher of  the 

Crossville Chronicle, with approval of  

the TPA Board of  Directors at its June 

2007 meeting.NewsSwap “will be a place on the TPA 

Web site where editors and reporters 

can upload those odd, bizarre, unusual 

news stories and tidbits that we all love 

to read and talk about,” said Sherrer.

NewsSwap sharing site 
available to membersProper attribu-

tion to the writer 
and contributing 

newspaper is one of  
the requirements 

of  the NewsSwap 
terms of  use. Mem-

bers will need to 
agree to the terms 

of  use and to enter the user name and 

password to access the site. Please con-

tact TPA at (865) 584-5761 for password 

information.Text of  the terms of  use follows.

Tennessee Press Association News-

Swap Agreement for Use
By my use of  the Tennessee Press As-

sociation (hereafter “TPA”) NewsSwap 

service, I agree that I am acting as an 
SEE NEWSSWAP, PAGE 3

BY FRANK GIBSONTCOG, Nashville
 
There was a time when I would be 

asked regularly by reporters and edi-

tors—usually from out of  state—what 

it was like to work with Al Gore when 

he was a reporter. He was at The Ten-

nessean for six years before he went to 

Congress in 1976.When a colleague on the Arizona 

Republic asked me once what the vice 

president did as an “investigative 

reporter” at my paper (he listed it on 

his resume), I was feeling a little feisty.

“Sure, he did some good investiga-

tive work here and got some results,” I 

answered, “but he was a regular guy 

and did the same things all young 

reporters had to do. The best writing 

I saw him do was the year he covered 

the Nashville Christmas Parade.”

“Can you send me that piece?” she 

asked.
The following is what I faxed to her.
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